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Disputes continue

over pets in condos

SEAN D'OLIVEIRA 'SDOLIVEmA@TRIBUNE .COM

Deerfield Beach resi-
dent Phyllis Schleifer

justwanted to keep her -

dog.

She ended up taking
her fight to court..

In a lawsuit last
month, Schleifer took on
her association, the Vent-
nor H. Condominium As-
sociationin Deerfield
Beach, partof Century
Village, in an effort to
keep herdog, which was
prescribed to her by her
doctoras anemotional
support animal.

- Her problemisn’t
unique. . -

_“So many associations
deal with this problem,”

said Lisa Magill, anaftor-

ney with Becker & Polia-
koff PA., which special-
izesincondoand com-
munity association law.
“It’sbecominganin-
creasing problem he-
cause boards don’t have

. expertise on pet owners’

rights. Emotional condi-

. tions are notalways vis-

ible, and it’s very difficult
for boards to determine if

‘tentious issues facing |

!
|
H

the animal will helpf’
Oneofthe mostcon-

community associations |
iswhether topermit
ownerstohavepets as
emotional support ani-
mals. Schleifer’s lawsuit
could have animpact on
thewayassociations
handle such matters.

“Associations need to
understand thatthere
areimplica-
tions for not
allowing

specialac-

. WWW.SUNSENTINEL.COM/FORTLAUDERDALE

. “They
should have policiesin
place that deal withrea-

" sonableaccommoda-

tions.” ‘

Magill said she recom-
mends that associations
draft policies that enable

place,” Magill said.
Maida Genser, found-
er and president of Citi-
zens for Petsin Condos,
anonprofit arganization
that promotes the ben-
efits of pet ownership in

. condos, said pets provide

auniquekind of emo-
tional support. -
“The human-animal

owners toformally re-
quest special accommo-

- dations. She said the pro-

ceduresthatareputin
place should be confi-
dential and uniformly
enforced. '

As pet owners contin-
uetofight forrights,
Magill said the needs of
all residents must be con-

bondis a warm feeling,
and it’s been with us for
centuries,” she said.
Tohelp gather sup-
port, Citizens for Petsin
Condos is collecting sig-
natures on a petition,
which condo residents

.can sign online at

www.petsincondos.org.
Along with promoting

friendly associations to

sidered. She noted that ;{
some unitownersbuy|
into communities specif-:
ically because theyare,
pet-free. These owners
may have health prob-
lems thatmakesuch
communities appealing.

© “It’s moreimportant
now forboardsto.have |
the properpoliciesin \

emotional su;fport pets,
Genser said the organi- -
zationencourages pet-

form committees aimed
at helping reduce nui-
sanceissues and educat-
ing owners.

“Weercouragere-
sponsible petowner-
ship,” Genser said.
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